Farbrengen

MERKAZ
ANASH

WK T30

o
w

5 n"own P IVnY' |ynl
EDITOR - RABBI SHIMON HELLINGER

| @

REVERING THE TORAH (IV)

IN ALL TIMES

The Torah commands us to follow the instructions
of the rabbonim in each generation. Chazal
explain that no matter the greatness of the
leading chachomim, we are obligated to heed their
guidance. Though Yiftach was no comparison to
Shmuel HaNavi in greatness, the people of his
generation were nevertheless obligated to hold
him in equal regard.

The Sefer HaChinuch writes that one who
disregards their advice is forfeiting a mitzvas asei
and deserves great punishment: "For this is a firm
pillar upon which the Torah stands, as can be
understood by anyone with understanding."

(Nxn Mxn 71°Nn ')

Chazal say that one should regard the current
chachomim just as those from the previous
generation. One should not say, "If Rebbi Akiva
would be with us, I would learn from him; if Rebbi
Zeira and Rebbi Yochanan were alive, I would
learn with them." Rather, he should consider the
chachomim of his own generation with the full
respect. This is the meaning of Shlomo Hamelech's
words, "Do not justify yourself by saying that the
earlier days were better than these."

(R"YD 23 0" ,R"D 1"NP)
ALL RABBONIM

Chazal say, "One who doubts his Rebbe (hameharher
achar rabo) is regarded as if he doubted the
Shechinah."

A chossid of the Tzemach Tzedek once went to hear
Reb Yisroel of Vilednik. As the tzaddik spoke, he
thought to himself, "I don’t need to listen to him.
He's not my Rebbe; I have a different Rebbe."

Reb Yisroel sensed his thoughts, and said,
"Hameharher acher rabo... - Whoever frees himself
from listening since this isn’t his Rebbe, for he
has a different Rebbe (acher), is regarded as if he
doubted the Shechinah...."

The chossid, who was standing behind Reb Yisroel,
assured himself, “Reb Yisroel is certainly not

But Reb Yisroel added, "Hameharher achar rabo... -
Whoever has doubts when he is behind (achar) his
Rebbe is regarded as if he doubted the Shechinah...."

(49'y XR"n0»71ON 0°1190, 110’y Y11YNn ")

CONSIDER
Are we really supposed to

believe that the rabbonim
loday are oftlze same slalure

of the rabbonim of old? How

then can we have a genuine

eeling of respect?
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How can one respect a talmid
chochom knowing that he has
opposing views lo one's own

Rebbe ele.?

DESPITE DIFFERENCES

The author of Ketzos HaChoshen, a staunch misnaged,
was the rov of Staria, the hometown of many
chassidim of the eminent tzaddik, the Chozeh of
Lublin. Feeling that the chassidim were defying the
Shulchan Aruch, the rov reproved them, and when
they ignored him, he pronounced upon them a
cherem of 30 days. The townsmen adhered to his
ruling and kept their distance from the chassidim,
who after a while decided to go off and spend the
rest of the 30 days with their Rebbe in Lublin.

However, to their surprise, the Rebbe told his shammes
not to admit them for another two weeks and a few
days - for as long as the cherem was still in effect.

When they were finally admitted to his presence, the
Chozeh reprimanded them for not fully respecting
their rov. He explained that the Torah requires one
to respect a talmid chacham absolutely, despite his
possible lack .in some area of avodas HaShem

(1406'y NN 711 O T°0N *119°0)

After the Mezritcher Maggid passed away, each
of his talmidim was allotted a region in which
to spread the teachings of Chassidus. Russia was
apportioned to the Alter Rebbe. Reb Shlomo
Karliner, one of his colleagues, once considered
moving his community of chassidim to a town in
the Alter Rebbe's territory, and he asked the Alter
Rebbe for permission.

The Alter Rebbe agreed on three conditions - that
Reb Shlomo would not speak disrespectfully of the
non-chassidic lomdim, that he would not belittle
the natural yiras Shomayim that Yidden have, and
that his chassidim would be encouraged to attain
kedusha on their own and not rely solely on the
kedusha of their Rebbe. Reb Shlomo agreed to the
first two conditions but not to the third, and finally
settled elsewhere.

(282'y X'NT1PY)

Even when the chassidim suffered at the hands of
the misnagdim, the Alter Rebbe urged his chassidim
to treat their rabbonim and talmidei chachomim
with respect, despite their sharp differences in
avodas HaShem.

After the Alter Rebbe was imprisoned due to a libel
perpetrated by several misnagdim, the chassidim were
reasonably angry, and were once again tempted to
voice their opinion against the misnagdim.

In a second letter to his chassidim, the Alter Rebbe
warns them not to speak negatively about the
talmidei chachomim "who are not of our group":
"Even if these talmidei chachomim speak out against
the Baal Shem Tov and his talmidim, it is the listener
who must do teshuva, since it is his own negative
behavior which has caused them to speak like
this... HaShem is my witness that the above is all
true and not ch"v a charade due to fear..."

The Alter Rebbe concludes: "I am sure that for
the true chassidim these words will be enough.
However, since there those who profess themselves
as chassidim, who think they will impress other
chassidim by speaking negatively about the
misnagdim, 1 therefore demand that anyone who
hears another speak disrespectfully, even in jest,
report it to me, so that I will know to ban them
from visiting me."

(P 'Y RN 1"NTR P"IR)

referring to me.”
—

el NS A
z\b'\,‘.\_; 1.C]

Spreadsheet Solutions

and ———
Business Consulting
(305) 906 -2557

YodahMohel

excelsierna@gmail.com .com

Rabbi Yehudah
Leib Welton

OTLAR

+ Certified Mohel
+ Chosson Teacher
+ Kashrus Administrator

Certified Public Accountant

¢ cerL
MILES
Y Now

PLLC

. +1(510) 671-0613
™ ylw@RabbiYodah.com
@ www.RabbiYodah.com

audits, reviews, due diligence, and GAAP financials
www.rabbiCPA.com | ben@cotlarplic.com

www.SELLMILESNOW.com
732-987-7765



warof [ 1fe \

RABBI CHAIM HILLEL RASKIN ROV OF ANASH - PETACH TIKVA

MEZUZAH ON AN AIRBNB

I am renting an Airbnb for an extended period of time.
Do I need to put up mezuzos?

For a rental, the obligation of mezuzah is on the renter,
whether the landlord is Jewish or not,' and even if the
tenant expected the Jewish landlord to have a mezuzah.?

In Eretz Yisroel, the obligation for a rental begins
immediately, but in Chutz La’aretz, one is exempt until
thirty days have passed, as the rental is considered
temporary until then.® (The Rebbe explains that since a
Jew anticipates the coming of Moshiach every day, the
mere intention to “settle” in Chutz La’aretz doesn’t have
permanence until time demonstrates so.*)

Yet, the Rebbe advised affixing mezuzos on a rental right
away, even in Chutz La’aretz, without a bracha. After 30
days, one mezuzah should be removed for checking, and
then a mezuzah should be affixed with a bracha.’

A step lower than a rental is a “pundak,” which is obligated
after thirty days in Eretz Yisroel, and, according to some,
completely exempt in Chutz La’aretz. Some define pundak
as an inn, not meant for permanent lodging, but rather
for resting during a trip. Others explain it as a place where
one merely rents usage rights, but has no right to the
room itself and can be moved by the owners at will.

Thus, one renting an Airbnb isn’t obligated to affix
a mezuzah, unless one rents it for more than thirty
days (in which our minhag is to affix without a bracha
immediately). Since it may be categorized as a pundak, one
would not make a bracha even after thirty days.

Would a Jewish owner of an Airbnb be obligated to affix
mezuzos?

An owner of a house is obligated to affix mezuzos with
a bracha immediately upon moving in. Thus, a Jewish
owner of an Airbnb may be required to affix mezuzos if
they ever sleep there themselves, even for just one night.®

Some poskim hold that keeping furniture in the Airbnb for
guests to use is considered usage for dwelling purposes,
while others counter that all the items there are only for
the guests and it’s not considered the owner’s usage. Some
view it more stringently when the Airbnb is attached to
one’s regular home.”

20 'y 'm N12mN NIvwa AR a0
MY 2"wan MR P Pnwow
AT Y21 PN DINR 00 1Yna
1’5 771 N2IN2 POHNDIY NN R .6
RIY NPT YW PT W OR 'R Ny
aYw na

1”971 0 TP INYwn 1Y AR L7
"D XN N1AN171 N121WN N"Y .N"no
1’12 N /K'Y 2" 1T N2IN "N
JXP 'Y RN

1730 1"971°0 7' Y"1V .1

X"¥7 0 7' v A" R'p n"a 2
0 19N "D VIV AR .2"0
912°Y ynnn P72 NPanY Nannwd
N1IW X12002 °Y 0°p 7YV 17Ownn
11112 199X NI¥NA PIoYY 0IRY
1797170 71 Y1V XY T'n minan .3
.N"2pD DV 7"W12"50

.350'y 3"ononin nin .4

'y R"OM Vop 'Y 3N PUIR AR5

7"y 9Y317 219w "1 N3 IN0R RAX N0 1YY

owr fleroes

R. SHMUEL GURARY OF CHOROL

R. Shmuel Gurary was a member of the
famous Gurary family, descended from R.
Nosson, a chossid of the Alter Rebbe. He
served as a dayan in the town of Chorol
(in the Poltava region) and was known for
his incredible powers of concentration
in Chassidus and absolute detachment
from the material world. (He should not
be confused with his cousin, R. Shmuel
Gurary of Kremenchug, a gvir and fellow

chossid of the Rebbe Rashab.)

When he exited his first yechidus with the
Rebbe Rashab, who was still in his young
20s, R. Gronem met R. Shmuel Gurary of
Chorol. R. Shmuel asked R. Gronem if he
had come out of yechidus happier, and R.
Gronem confirmed that he did. R. Shmuel
told him, “That's the point of yechidus!”

(176 'Y TYVIRAII - IR ONIN)

In Chorol, there was a chossid named R.
Koppel who had a store where chassidim

would often gather to farbreng.

One Motzaei Shabbos, the chassidim
farbrenged there, and R. Shmuel joined
them, deep in thought. At midnight, when
the farbrengen ended, R. Koppel locked up
and the chassidim went home.

R. Shmuel had been oblivious to everything
and remained in his place engrossed in
his thoughts. His family began searching
for him all over. R. Koppel remembered
seeing him at the farbrengen, and decided
to check the store. Indeed, R. Shmuel
was sitting in the same position deep in
thought.

R. Shmuel would daven at great length,
particularly maariv. Once, when he had
yahrzeit, he davened at the amud, and
as the whole minyan waited for him to
finish Shema, he suddenly blurted out
“Ve'ahavta..” [He had been meditating on
the first possuk all that time.]

(199 'Y IPLIRAT ™ 1IN ININI)
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CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

Dr. Robert Wilkes, at the time director
of the Child Development Center at the
Coney Island Hospital, had an extended
correspondence with the Rebbe on the
topic of children with special needs.

In one letter, dated 9 Kislev 5741 (1980), the
Rebbe explained how preforming mitzvos
can help them. “Even if mentally, they
may not fully grasp the meaning of these
rituals, subconsciously they are bound to
feel at home in such an environment, and
in many cases could participate in such
activities also on the conscious level.

“To cite one striking example,” the Rebbe
continued, “from actual experience during
the Festival of Succos this year. As is
well known, Lubavitch activists on this
occasion reach out to many Jews with Lulav
and Esrog, bringing to them the spirit of
the Season of Our Rejoicing... I was asked,
what should be the attitude and approach
to persons who are senile or confused, etc.
I replied—all the more reason to reach out

to them in this tangible way.

“Well, the reports were profoundly
gratifying. Doctors and nurses were
astonished to see such a transformation:
Persons who had spent countless days in
silent immobility, deeply depressed and
oblivious to everything around them, the
moment they saw a young man walk in
with a Lulav and Esrog in his hand suddenly
displayed a lively interest, eagerly, grasped
the proffered Mitzvah-objects, some of
them reciting the blessings from memory,
without prompting. The joy in their hearts
shone through their faces, which had not
known a smile all too long.

“One need not look for a mystical
explanation of this reaction,” the Rebbe
concludes. “Understandably, the sight
of something so tangible and clearly
associated with the joy of Succos evidently
touched and unlocked vivid recollections
of experiences that had permeated them
in earlier years.”

In merit of this publication's founder nin 12 17AR "1 * May the zechus of the thousands of readers bring him a total and immediate recovery



